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The Development of Denvilles, Havant, Hampshire 


Part 1 from 1840 to 1918 


Notes 

Until 1836 tithes were paid in 'kind’ (crops, wool, milk etc.) In 1836 the government decided upon 
the commutation of tithes, three Tithe Commissioners were appointed and the process began. 

These were now called Tithe Rent Charges and were paid in money. 

In 1936 an Act was passed by government which abolished all tithe rent charges, these were 
replaced by redemption annuities which were paid to the state and tithe owners were compensated 
with government stock. 

In 1960 the functions of the Tithe Redemption Commission was transferred to the Inland Revenue 
and by 1977 tithes were abolished. 

History 

Following the Government commutation of tithes during 1840 a tithe survey was carried out in the 
parish of Warblinton, St Thomas a Becket. (In 1841 Emsworth became a separate parish) The 
‘living’ (£740 in 1836) and advowson was owned by the Reverend AM William Norris. 

The portion shown below of the Tithe map and Apportionment list shows the land later to become 
the Denvilles Estate as being in the ownership of the Warblington Castle Estate. 

However in The Hundred ofBosmere it states: 

"The castle farm being the ancient demesne land of the manor is covered by a modus (Old 
Law: The arrangement of, or mode of expressing, the terms of a contract or conveyance) 
stated in lieu of tithe." 

This seems to indicate the farm and estates were not included in the living. The farm (The 
Warblington & Emsworth Manors & Estates) having previously been purchased by Messrs Brown 
and John Fenwick in 1825. This was left in trust upon the death of John Fenwick and administered 
at the time of the 1840 tithe by Ralph Fenwick (son) and a board of trustees. 

As shown in the tithe map and apportionment list, the area now known as Denvilles formed the 
northern edge of this estate. Denvilles was thought to have been called Denfields originally Den 
being the Saxon name for pig pasture, but by the mid-1840s it was Denvilles as it is known today, 
containing a solitary farm, this was occupied by a William Tier and his family on the tithe 
apportionment list but the census shows a farm labourer named William Windebank and his family 
in residence. 

During the mid-1800s, the railways were built. The railway lines isolated a parcel of the Fenwicks 
land north of the Brighton line and east of the London line. It comprised approximately 35 acres 
and a farmhouse. (Denvilles Farm) Access to this was by a cart track from Green Lane (also called 
Leigh Road), or from Bridle Road, later to become Fourth Avenue. There was also a cart track 
running from the farm leading to a railway crossing off Bridle Road, the track continuing alongside 
the west side of the railway track to Eastern Road. This land was later to form what was to be called 
the Denvilles Estate. 
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Northern section of the Warblington tithe map. 1840. (Winchester records office, Collated by J. 
Jenkins, C. Carter and J. Bishop.) 
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APPORTIONMENT! 

LIST 

Tithe Area 

App: No 

Landowner 

Occupier 

Title 

Acreage 

Type 

Warblington 

107 

John Archer 

John Archer 

Plantation 

na 

Plantation 

I'l 

105 

Archer Burton Launcelot 

Launcelot 

Mansion 

na 

Mansion & Woodlands 

ll 

103 

Archer Burton Launcelot 

Launcelot 

West Pasture Piece 

na 

Pasture 

I'l 

110 

John Barton 

John Barton 

Gravel Pit 

na 

Gravel Pit 

11 

111 

John Barton 

John Barton 

Gravel Pit/Field/Arable 

na 

Gravel Pit/Field/Arable 

11 

113 

John Barton 

John Barton 

Pasture with Wood 

na 

Pasture with Wood 

11 

115 

Charles Earwicker 

Charles Earwicker 

Peaked Piece 

na 

Arable 

11 

113 

Charles Earwicker 

Charles Earwicker 

Lower Boundary Piece 

na 

Arable 

11 

120 

Charles Earwicker 

Charles Earwicker 

Small Piece 

na 

Arable 

n 

121 

Charles Earwicker 

Charles Earwicker 

? 

na 

7 

11 

122 

Charles Earwicker 

John Wall ice + others 

Woodbine Cottage 

na 

Cottage 

n 

123 

John Lellylett 

John Lellylett 

Stakes Piece 

na 

Arable 

11 

124 

John Lellylett 

John Lellylett 

Little Meadow 

na 

Arable 

11 

125 

Archer Burton Launcelot 

William Bishop 

Cottages 

na 

Cottages & Gardens 

11 

127 

John Barton 

John Barton 

Woodland Park 

na 

Woodland Park 

11 

1.82 

John Barton 

John Durrell 

Park Garden & Cottage 

na 

Cottages & Gardens 

11 

153 

John Lellylett 

John Lellylett 

Pigeon House Field 

na 

Arable 

11 

154 

Ralph Fenwick 

Henry Scott 

Burley Shepherds 

na 

Arable 


155 

John Lellyet 

John Lellyet 

15 Acres 

15 

Arable? 


223 

John Lellyet 

John Lellyet 

Peaked Field 

na 

Arable 


230 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 

Free Field 

na 

Arable ? 


231 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 


5 

Arable? 


232 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 


10 

Arable 

11 

233 

John Lellylett 

John Lellylett 

Little Denvilles 

na 

Arable 


234 

Ralph Fenwick [Trustees,John 
Osborne, Charles Boniface) 

William Tier 

10 Acres 

10 

Arable 

11 

235 

II 

H 

12 Acres 

12 

Arable 

" 

236 

11 


10 Acres 

10 

Arable 

11 

237 

11 

11 

Middle Clapgate 


Arable 

" 

235 

11 

„ 

Clapgate 


Arable 

n 

233 

John Knight devises by Win 
moore&James Knight 

Thomas Wake 

Denvilles Acre 

1 

Arable 

M 

240 

Ralph Fenwick [Trustees,John 
Osborne, Charles Boniface) 

William Tier 

3 Acres 

3 



241 

11 

- 

Denvilles Farm 



11 

242 

11 

H 

5 Acres 

5 

Arable 

" 

243 

11 

„ 

Outers acres 

5 

Arable 

11 

244 

11 

ii 

Lowers Acres 

5 

Arable 


245 

11 

,i 

5 Acres 

5 

Arable 

" 

246 

11 

" 

10 Acres 

10 

Arable 

,1 

247 

n 

n 

Barn Field 


Arable 


245 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 


12 

Arable 


250 

Sir John Ackworth[ Ommancy?) 

Sir John Ackworth 

Pasture Piece 


Pasture 


251 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 


7 

Arable 


253 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 

Hither Court Sands 

na 

Arable 


254 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 

Middle Court Sands 

na 

Arable 


255 

Ralph Fenwick 

Harry Scott 

Further Court Sands 

na 

Arable 


310 

Sir John Ackworth 

Sir John Ackworth 

Small Pasture 

na 

Pasture 


311 

Sir John Ackworth( Ommancy?) 

Sir John Ackworth 

Road Pasture 

na 

Pasture 









Winchester records office, collated by J. Jenkins, C. Carter andJ.Bishop. 
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The Coming of the Railways 

On the 15 March 1847 the London, Brighton & South Coast Railway opened the Brighton to 
Portsmouth line, followed 12 years later by the London & South Western Railway opening the 
Direct London to Portsmouth line via Havant after much dispute This single track opened on 
Monday 24 January 1859. Until the dispute was settled a temporary halt, named Denvilles Halt was 
erected by the LSWR off Fourth Avenue, where people travelling from London to Portsmouth had to 
alight and were taken by horse drawn carriage to Cosham, where they continued their train journey 
to Portsmouth. This was dismantled when the dispute was resolved. By 1878 the London railway 
line was a double track. (See Havant History Booklet No. 3, A Brief History of the Railway in Havant.) 



In 1907 a station was built on the Brighton line. When it opened on the 1 November it was called 
Denvilles but this was changed a month later to Warblington Halt. A halt being a station where you 
either had to ask the guard for the train to stop or if on the platform raise your arm. 



This postcard is looking south towards Green Pond. This was taken before the halt was built in 
1907. Note the telegraph poles. Telephones were not yet available. 
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1930s view of Warblington Halt looking northwards. Postcards courtesy Alan Wallbank. 




1936. The first electric train is viewed passing through Denvilles from 28 Fourth Avenue. 
Photograph courtesy Reg Vince. 
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The Wyndebank Family Tenants of Denvilles Farm 

William Wyndebank 1781 - 1851 
Charity Wyndebank 1787 - 1866 
Anne Wyndebank 1822 - ? 

Thomas Wyndebank 1826 - 1907 

The 1841 census shows Denvilles Farm as being occupied by William Wyndebank, 61, his wife 
Charity, 54, son Thomas, 15 and daughter Anne, 19. He was described as a farm labourer. 

However by 1851 the census shows also living at the farm an additional tenant, George Lucy, 43, 
farm labourer, his wife Mary, 40, and daughters Mary, 7 and Eliza, 6. 

William Wyndebank died in 1851. 

1861, Charity Wyndebank and her children remain in the farmhouse, but now the other tenant is 
Thomas Nichols, 22, railway servant, wife Hannah 22 and son Frederick 1. So it would appear the 
farmhouse was fairly large or possibly had been divided into two dwellings. 

In 1861 there were two other dwellings in this area, one of these being Swiss Cottage occupied by 
George Dibben, 54, retired Captain Royal Marines, his wife Jane 44, and three daughters. 

The other was the railway gatekeeper’s cottage occupied by George Stallard and his family. [This 
was demolished eventually and a new house has been built on this site. Census.) At this time, rightly 
or wrongly, the road is described on the census as Green Lane. Leigh Road is described as starting 
at Clapgate, where Bridle Road intersected, then proceeding northwards toward Locks Farm and 
the intersection with Eastleigh Road. 

In the year 1850 the farm was sold leasehold to a TB Clayton. Fifteen years later during 1865 the 
farm was put up for auction at the Bear Hotel in Havant with only a year to run on its lease. This 
seems to have been unsuccessful and again in 1866 the farm was put up for sale in a London 
auction room and was sold but this time it was freehold. 

Charity Wyndebank died in the second quarter of this year (1866) aged 79. Although her son and 
daughter (now 39 and 44 respectively) continued to live on the farm it was sold again in 1867, and 
yet again in 1881, with the Windebanks continuing to work the land. 

During the year 1875 Thomas married a widow, Elizabeth Millet, from Westbourne. They continued 
living at the farm with his sister and Elizabeth’s son from a previous marriage. 

In 1888 the farm was again sold but this time the purchaser was WH Duffield who had plans to 
develop the land and in the 1891 census it shows Thomas and his wife and stepson living at North 
Pallant, Havant, and described as a retired farm bailiff. Although he would be only 62 which would 
raise the question of income as there was no state pension at this time and he continued to survive 
for a further nineteen years until he died at 81. In 1908 the old age pension was introduced to 
people of 70 plus. 
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The Sale of Denvilles Farm 

Denvilles Farm sat on the site of what is today Connaught House at the west end of First Avenue 
and on the left corner where it meets Fourth Avenue. 17 October 1850 records show the farm as 
being sold to a Mr TB Clayton for £2,500, from a Mr B Turner whom the census records show as 
being the farm bailiff for Warblington Manor Estates. However the advertisement below states B 
Turner still holds the land, TB Clayton having bought leasehold and the lease due to expire ‘at 
Michelmas next’. 

On the 26 August 1865 a notice was published in the Hampshire Telegraph advertising the sale of 
the farm and some 60 acres leasehold to be auctioned at the Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant, on 28 
August 1865. The farm was not sold at the auction as it only had one year left on its lease. The 
following year it is seen advertised in The Times for sale at a London saleroom as freehold. 

MESSRS..E and H LUMLEY are instructed to SELL by AUCTION at Garraways Sale Rooms, 
Change-alley, Cornhill, London on Friday, June 29th at 1 o’clock, that valuable FREEHOLD 
ESTATE distinguished as North Denvilles, in the parishes of Warblington and Havant, with 
possession at Michelmas next. Detailed particulars will appear in future advertisements, 
and in the meantime further information may be obtained of Messrs Dixon and Woigall, 5, 

New Boswell Court, London: and of Messrs E. and H. Lumley, auctioneers and land agents, 

67, Chancery Lane, and 31, St James Street, Piccadilly. 

Following the auction a JH Kinchant is the new owner of Denvilles Farm, paying £3,100, but the 
following year, 1867, he sells it on to a S Clarke for £3,900. Again on the 29 September 1881, S 
Clarke sells it to a HJ Greene for £4,275 lOd. During these years there was much mortgaging and re¬ 
mortgaging. So it would appear businessmen and investors saw the farm as an asset and 
investment whilst apparently happy to let the tenants farm the land. 

This all changed on the 29 September 1888 when WH Duffield bought it for £3,500 and paid off the 
mortgages. But this conveyance did not include the four fields to the west of the railway line, plots 
7, 8, 9 &10. Hence the reduced price. 
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PARTICULARS OP A VERY 
VALUABLE FREEHOLD ESTATE,' 
Land Tax redeemed, situate at 
WARBLINGTON AND HAVANT. HANTS, 

Closo to the improving town of Havant, and intersected 
by the Direct Portsmouth branch of the London and 
South-Western Railway Company, called or known by 

the name of 

“NORTH DENVILLES,” 

WITH THE 

FARM-HOUSE, YARD, and FARM BUILDINGS 

TDKREON, AND UPWARDS OP 

60 ACRES OF EXCELLENT LAND, 
Conveuiently situate for the Erection of Residences, 

To be SOLD by AUCTION, by 

M R. LAKER, at the Bear Inn, in Havant aforesaid, 
on Tuesday, the 29th day of August, 1864, at Three 
for Four o’clock precisely, subject to conditions of sole, in 
two lots, as stated in tbo particulars, or in such other lota 
as xnny be declared-at the time of sale. 

Lot h-rIN WARBLINGTON, in the occupation of Mi* 
B. Turner: 

No. on Plan. * ». r. p. 

1. The Homestead and Road 0 3 25 

2. The Home Field ... 5 3 10 

* 3. The Eight Acres ... 8 3 7 

4.. The Six Acres. 6 3 24 

6. The Two Acres ... ... 2 1 18 

6. The Clapgate Field ... 10 1 4 

- 35 0 17 

Lot 2.—IN WARBLINGTON AND HAVANT, in the 
occupation of the said B.Turner: 

7. The four Acres *V ; ... 5 0 12 

8. The Eight Acres - ... 7 2 10 

9. The Ten Acres ... 10 0 7 


10. The Cemetery Close (H vnt.) 1 


0 12 
2 10 
0 7 
0 35 


3 24 


A Jff 


. The Estate is held by .the present occupier, Mr. B. 
Turner, with other lands, under a Lease which will ex- 

S iro at Michaelmas, 1866. It adjoins the Estates of John 
Cent, John Deverell, W. H. Stone. Esuhires. and nth*** 


Advertisement for the auction of Denvilles Farm, 29 August 1864. 
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JOHN KENT ESQ 


$> AcR^S 


Land bought by WH Duffield in 1888. County Records Office. 


Mr William Henry Duffield 

William Henry Duffield, born during 1856 in Emsworth had quite humble beginnings, his mother 
being widowed. When his mother remarried William appears to have moved to Portsea to seek his 
fortune. He married in 1877 aged 21, to Rachel Elizabeth Brown in Portsea, they had four children, 
the first born William George in 1879, two daughters, Daisy born 1882 and Lillian, born 1884, as 
shown in the 1891 census. Another son Charles Clifford was born in 1894. Sadly Lillian is not 
showing on the 1911 census whereupon the information was recorded by the householder, the 
form shows one child as having died during the period between the censuses. 

When William Duffield purchased Denvilles Farm in 1888 the conveyance described him as a 
‘Provision Merchant’ from Landport, Portsmouth. However in the 1891 Census information, it 
shows his address as Alverstoke, (already improving his circumstances) although his son, William 
George and daughters, Daisy and Lillian were born in Portsmouth. 

Following the purchase of Denvilles Farm, he proceeded to sell both plots and houses on what was 
advertised as being the Denvilles Estate named after the farm. This development grew rapidly over 
the next ten years. He appears to be largely responsible for the birth of Denvilles, the name at this 
time only relating to the land west of and including Southleigh Road, bordered to the south by the 
Brighton railway line, west by the London railway line and on the north side by land owned by a Mr 
Kent, currently Swallow Close. 

By 1899 he is already a member of Warblington Urban District Council, (WUDC), which had been 
formed in 1894, and housed in 1900 in a purpose built building in North Street, Emsworth with the 
WUDC upstairs and the sanitary inspector and fire station below. He is shown presiding over a 
council meeting when a deputation was put forward to repair the Denvilles Estate roads. There was 
also a notice that he was putting up for re-election to the council. Elections were approximately 
every four years. 


EMSWORTH 

District Council- A special meeting of the Warblington Urban District Council was held on 
Monday evening, Mr. W. H. Duffield presiding. A deputation waited upon the Council asking 
them to put the Denvilles-roads in repair. The deputation was informed that the Council 
would be willing to take over the roads provided that they first made up in a satisfactory 
manner. 

Portsmouth Evening News, 1899. 

EMSWORTH 

The following candidates have offered themselves for election to the Warblington Urban 
District Council:- Messrs. W. H. Duffield, builder; R. R. Gate, gentleman; W. Douglas, baker; 

C. J. Jones, contractor; F. Kent, farmer; N. E. W. Kinnell, brewer; W. Knight, veterinary 
surgeon; Rev. H. G. Sprigg; Messrs. R. Staveley, gentleman; A. G. Tatchell, rope 
manufacturer; P. Terry, law writer and solicitor’s clerk; T. Wood, builder. 

Portsmouth Evening News, 29th March 1903. 

On the 1901 census form WH Duffield had moved to Emsworth, he resided in Record Road. The 
census was taken every ten years so by this time he could have lived here for some years. Now he 
was described as a master builder and records show he was a considerable land and property 
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owner. He retained his membership of the WUDC and was a committee member of Emsworth 
Cricket Club. In 1903 William put himself forward for re-election, to the WUDC. 

He continued to prosper in land sales and development the local daily papers of the time invariably 
carried adverts to substantiate this. 

On 17 June 1918 Henry William Duffield died at the White Lodge Nursing Home, Emsworth, 
Hampshire, age 62, leaving a considerable estate of £83,568 Os. 6d. Although he died in Emsworth 
records show at this time his address as Chatsworth Road, Hove, so presumably he had retired 
there. 

Obituary notice for William Henry Duffield: 

Duffield William Henry of Bignor Chatsworth-road Hove Sussex died 17 June 1918 at 
White Lodge Nursing Home Emsworth, Hampshire. Probate London 7 September to 
William George Duffield estate agent Charles Clifford Duffield lieutenant R.A.F. and John 
Edward Pink solicitor. Effects £83,568 Os. 6d. 

The Denvilles Estate Development, September 1888 

Following his purchase of the land, WH Duffield proceeded to sell plots with covenants and 
restrictions to uphold the integrity of the project, as follows 

1. No fence higher than 5 feet. 

2. No private dwelling to be erected of less value than £200. 

3. To submit proposed plan of new dwelling to vendors solicitor for approval together with local 
authority. 

4. Agree to pay share of costs and expenses in maintaining 1st & 4th Avenue until said time local 
authority adopt. Calculated according to frontage. 

He immediately started to advertise and sell off building plots as this advertisement from the 
Hampshire Telegraph: 

A242. DENVILLES ESTATE, NEAR HAVANT, HANTS. ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28rd, 1888. 
IMPORTANT SALE OF FREEHOLD BUILDING PLOTS, Within a few minutes' walk of Havant, 
close to the main road, church, and station, at Three o'clock in the after-noon precisely, 

82 PLOTS OF FREEHOLD BUILDING LAND, Together possessing frontages of about 3,061 
feet, suitable for the erection of Detached and Semi- Detached Residences of various value, 
town of Havant, on the Leigh-road, which is a broad and well-kept road, having well grown 
elm trees on either side, The roads will be at once laid out and the footpaths kerbed; there 
is an abundance of gravel on the estate suitable for all purposes.., to the Havant Railway- 
station, with the advantages of the constant and convenient services of the L. and S.W. and 
the L.B, and S.C. Railways, renders it well worthy the attention of those who are seeking a 
healthy country site, within easy reach of a town, town. Havant Station is 14 minutes by 
rail from Ports-mouth, and two hours from London, There is also an admirable BUILDING 
SITE, Containing la. 3r. 28p. with a substantial set of brick built farm buildings thereon, 
which will be sold in one lot. 

HAVANT. MESSRS WYATT & SON 

Hampshire Telegraph South East. 
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November 24 1888. WH Duffield starts to sell off plots for development. Some of which faced onto 
Leigh Lane together with the ‘intended’ Avenues. 

Excerpts from Conveyance Record held by Winchester Record Office: 

24 November 1888 sold to J Podger a plot at the corner of Leigh Rd and a new road 
intended to be called 1st Avenue with the covenants and restrictions including no building 
to be erected within 20 feet of Leigh Road. Price £60. 

1891 by this time there were 20 plus residences shown in this area on the census. 

Excerpts from Conveyance Record held by Winchester Record Office: 14 October 1893. J Podger sells 
same plot to Mrs. Gray of'Le Chalet’, Denvilles, for £100. Giving right of way over 1st Ave and three 
other roads called 2nd, 3rd and 4th Avenue. (The Grays lived in 1st Ave, next to Seinede Villa ,Viletta 
and Carisbrooke on the west side and Cosey Nook on the east. Mr. Gray is described as a Theatrical 
Agent’ taken from 1901 census.) 

20 August 1896 Mrs. Gray sells land and premises (presumably a house) to Miss Canon for £1,000. 
2nd, 3rd and 4th Avenues are described in this conveyance as ’intended roads’. 

Fourth Avenue at this time was called Bridle Road and remained so until after 1900. 

At this time, in the late 19th century (pre 1897) Glenleigh House and Glenleigh Cottage were built 
just north of the railway crossing on the east side of Green Lane, (later to become Southleigh Road) 
on land that had belonged to the Warblington Manor Estates. Wray House, built slightly later was 
occupied by the Mcllroys whom owned a well-known chain of department stores in Havant, 
Portsmouth and Waterlooville. 

Glenleigh House was owned by a Mr Bone, a retired baker from Petersfield. His gardener occupied 
the cottage. The Ordnance Survey map shows a track and a well on this site prior to this 
development, this formed what we know as Glenleigh Park Road today. Following the demolition of 
the original Denvilles Farm, this farm was then known as Denvilles Farm and livestock auctions 
were held here as advertised in the Portsmouth Evening News. 

Following this several other houses started to appear on the eastern side of Southleigh Road, 
Numbers 58 and 60 were the first development after Glenleigh and Wray House, but others soon 
followed. 

The 1901 census shows approximately 103 houses occupied, 15 unoccupied and 5 building sites, 
within the area known as Denvilles in the parish of Warblington. The area continued to be 
developed with further plots and houses being advertised for sale. 

ROSE COTTAGE, Denvilles Estate, a pretty little six roomed house, V blinds, 250ft garden, 
well planted £235; part could remain - W. Duffield. 

The Denvilles Estate, close to Havant Station; over twenty trains to Portsmouth daily, 
season ticket £6 per annum. Building land from £20 per plot. - W. Duffield. 

FREEHOLD BUILDING LAND, close to Havant Station, 20 feet frontage, 220feet deep, £30 - 
W. Duffield. 

Portsmouth Evening News, 25th January 1891 

The Denvilles Estate, Havant. - William Duffield has Houses for Sale, prices £150, £160, 

£250, £400, £450, £500, and £1,000. Also Freehold Building Land, £2 per foot. Houses to let 
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Emsworth. Rent £12. Large House Ground, & c, £100 per annum - Address Ivy Lodge, 
Havant 

For Sale, Villa eight Rooms: large hall, garden, lawn, greenhouse, poultry yard and orchard. 
Price £700. £500 can remain on mortgage; arrangements made for balance. - W. Duffield. 
Havant. 

Portsmouth Evening News, 17th August 1891. 
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Note the black pointing. Photographs courtesy Jan Jenkins. 
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These large Victorian houses were often constructed with bricks called Fareham Reds on the 
frontage, and pointed with black pointing which was affected by mixing ash or soot with the mortar. 
Sandstone lintels, windowsills and bays were another characteristic of the Victorian era. Cheaper 
bricks were often used at the back and sides of the properties and were probably made locally as 
there was a clay pit at the end of what today is known as Fifth Avenue. 

The houses were initially constructed on large sites enabling the purchaser to house a carriage, 
horses and stables. The gates to these premises would have to have been wide enough to 
accommodate them and there would be space on the front drive for the occupants to alight or 
descend. The evidence can still be seen today on existing houses. The householder would have had 
a least one servant, some two or three, these would have included a cook, maid and 
groom/gardener. Employment adverts of the time substantiate this. Others rented out the servant 
accommodation, either single rooms or apartments. 

As the development progressed the houses became more varied, some with smaller plots. This may 
have been to attract buyers as prospective purchasers could have been put off due to the lack of 
services to this area. Far from being a prestigious estate, there was a lack of services and the roads 
were in a very poor state. This became a dispute over many years between the residents of the 
Denvilles Estate and the local authority, Warblington Urban District Council, of which the developer 
WH Duffield was a member. There was much buying and selling throughout this time as original 
purchasers became disgruntled. 

Records show that in 1894 there was no water supply to this development; residents drew their 
water from wells. See excerpt from the Portsmouth Evening News: 

Effect that Denvilles Estate was without supply of pure water. The inhabitants had to 
depend upon wells, and as there was no drainage were wonderful that no outbreak of 
disease had occurred during the recent tropical weather. It was determined that the Clerk 
should, main to Denvilles, which they had previously refused to do when the estate was not 
so much developed as at present. Routine business was transacted, and the Board then 
went into Committee upon a point of law which had been under the Clerk's consideration. 

Portsmouth Evening News, South East, 8th September 1893. 

The Boundary Dispute 

Following years of suffering bad roads and poor services the residents formed a committee to 
petition initially Warblington Urban District Council. They submitted their petition and receiving an 
unsatisfactory outcome petitioned the council a second time insisting something be done. It seemed 
the main obstacle was the requirement for suitable drainage which needed to be implemented 
before a road scheme could go ahead. The WUDC said in the first instance that the cost would be 
prohibitive, but came back with a possible solution following another petition made to Havant 
Urban District Council, requesting their support for the residents of Denvilles to transfer to their 
administration. This would have to be sanctioned by the Hants County Council. On 29 January 1901, 
a meeting of Havant Urban Council was reported in the Portsmouth Evening News: 

A deputation consisting of Mr Bayer, Mr Strafford and Dr Pierce representing the property 
owners of Denvilles and other members of the Parish of Warblington, visited the council to 
support a petition praying the council to lend support and intercede on their behalf with 
the County Council to permit Denvilles and other portion of the parish of Warblington 
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situated west of Leigh Lane and Pook Lane to form the Havant District and come under the 
administration of Havant Urban Council. 

As long as: 

Firstly, because the residents of that district have had to suffer for years the wilful neglect 
of Warbling ton UDC and because apparently it is their intention to deliberately continue 
that neglect they possibly can despite all entreaties. 

Secondly, because the signatories consider that portion of the district badly lighted and 
generally neglected. 

Thirdly, that Havant should be their district as it is there that is situated the railway 
station, telegraph office and practically the whole of the trades people, while the Havant 
Gas Company have the sole right to carry their mains through that district. 

Fourthly, because Emsworth has no interest whatsoever in that district beyond collecting 
rates and giving at least Denvilles absolutely nothing in return. 

There were 70 to 90 signatures representing three quarters of the frontages of the 
Denvilles Estate. 

Mr Bayer commented the remainder of the ratepayers who were entitled to a voice in the 
matter were unanimous with regard to it. As proof of the neglect they had to suffer he drew 
their attention to the remarks of Judge Gye at the County Court when he asked if the 
surveyor had been hanged and if not then he ought to be! Mr Bayer replied that would 
apply to many of the councillors at Warblington. The roads were so bad that cab drivers 
refused to drive along them. He considered in HUC bringing this forth it was as much to 
their advantage as the petitioners and if they would lend their support they would not have 
much trouble with the County Council. 

Dr Pierce and Mr Stafford supported Mr Bayer, the latter pointing out that he was woefully 
taken in when he was induced to live in Denvilles. After a few questions the deputation 
withdrew and the matter sent to committee without discussion. 

The residents of Denvilles continued to push their case. During June 1901 a proposal was put to the 
Local Government Board (LGB) by the Denvilles Estate residents for WUDC to adopt the roads and 
put them in repair, but the board was not prepared to sanction the adoption of the avenues until a 
drainage scheme had been put in place. Currently the householder was responsible for the upkeep 
of the roads charged according the frontage. The council (WUDC) commissioned an engineering 
company to submit schemes for approval; four schemes were put before the council. In their 
conveyance documentation it stated the residents were to be responsible until the local authority 
adopted the roads, but the local authority (WUDC) said they must first be made up to a satisfactory 
standard. Drainage seemed to be a large problem, as it was in the whole of the WUDC area including 
Emsworth, which in part had to deal with West Sussex County Council, complicating things further. 
The cost of such a large project was deemed to be prohibitive and no action was taken except to say 
that the western area could be drained by gravitation. This would solve the difficulty of making up 
the roads of Denvilles. This drainage proposal should be put to the Havant UDC inquiry dealing with 
the border dispute and be a condition of Denvilles remaining within the WUDC boundary. But no 
action could be undertaken pending the result of this inquiry into the border dispute. The LGB 
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concluded saying the disposal of sewage of this portion of the district is most unsatisfactory and 
urgently demands a remedy. 

On Wednesday 3 July 1901 the Portsmouth Evening News reported that: 

A public inquiry was held at Havant Town hall this morning by direction of the County 
Council. The inquiry was in respect to two memorials to the County Council, the 1st from 
the residents to the north of Havant, the second from the owners and residents ofDenvilles 
praying to be transferred from the Warblington Urban District Council to the Havant 
Urban Council. The Town Hall was crowded with those interested. 

Mr GH King, solicitor, was there to support the application, whilst Mr GF Hohler K.C. was 
there to oppose on behalf of Warblington Urban District Council. 

Mr King said Denvilles was an outlying district from Emsworth, whilst being closely 
connected to Havant in many ways. He could not understand how it had not been annexed 
to Havant when Warblington was formed into a separate urban district in 1894. Since that 
date, the council which met at Emsworth had treated it badly. Several petitions had been 
presented to the council asking them to repair the roads at Denvilles, but they had no 
effect, and feeling that no good would ever be done for Denvilles by the sleepy council at 
Emsworth they asked to be transferred to the Havant District. They would be told that the 
Council had adopted a scheme for draining Denvilles, but he submitted that Denvilles could 
be better drained by Havant than by Emsworth. Mrs Bayer and Mrs Caroline Hutchings 
gave evidence. 

Unfortunately the petition was defeated by 6 votes to 5. The residents determined to try to 
overturn this ruling appealed to the Hampshire County Council. This next article was published on 
27 July, 

DENVILLES TO BE JOINED TO HAVANT. 

We understand that the Hampshire County Council will be recommended by the members 
who recently held the inquiry into the petition of the residents at Denvilles, transferred 
from the Warblington Urban District to the Havant Urban District, whole ofDenvilles will 
be transferred. Some or houses are included the transfer, which will make loss of about 
£800year in rates the Warblington Council. 

Portsmouth Evening News, South East, England, 24th July 1901. 

During 1902 a news item published in the Portsmouth Evening News suggests Denvilles was 
successful in their attempt to be adopted by Havant Urban Council. The article headed Emsworth 
Urban District Council seems to intimate the renaming or rebranding of the council now that the 
boundaries had changed, however whether a type error or not the name remained Warblington 
Urban District Council on official records until it was dissolved in 1932. (i.e. Foster v Warblington 
UDC, oyster law suit) 

A further Portsmouth Evening News article this time dated December 1903 again reported 
Emsworth Urban District Council meeting of the finance Committee, so it would appear the name 
had indeed changed; at least in the short term. 
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EMSWORTH COUNCIL MEETING. 


Change Urban District Council to the Emsworth Urban District Council. At present, he said, 
the name was most misleading, as part of the parish of Warblington was in the Havant 
district .— Mr. Foster seconded, and the alteration was decided upon — Mr. Dixon, 

Portsmouth Evening News, South East, England, 10th December 1903. 

Further evidence of the residents of Denvilles successful petition is indicated by an advertisement 
in 1903 by Havant UDC advertising for a foreman/superintendent to lay roads also drain layers in 
Denvilles. 


NOTICES 

HAVANT URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

The above Council requires the Services a Competent FOREMAN superintend the re¬ 
construction Roads on the Denvilles Estate, Havant. Applications writing accompanied by 
references. And giving particulars of former experience in similar works, wages required, 
to be sent or before Wednesday next, the inst. A. E. STALLARD, F.S.I. Surveyor the Council. 

Portsmouth Evening News, South East, England, 24th December 1903. 

In May 1904 this article reports the completion of the first part of the repairs. 

DENVILLES ROAD REPAIRS 

...road the Denvilles Estate, and was explained that the first section of work had been 
completed and had cost more than the estimate, which was for 7s. 6d. per foot, while the 
actual cost was 8s.lld. per foot. The Committee recommended that the owners should pay. 

Portsmouth Evening News, South East, England, 20th May 1904. 

So it would appear after years of petitioning Denvilles was finally getting the roads repaired and 
adopted some sixteen years after the first houses were built, now under the administration of 
Havant UDC. This would mark the end of Denvilles being thought of as an outlying district of 
Emsworth now an eastern extension of Havant, which you may agree made geographical sense. 

Access to Havant was by way of the railway crossing off Fourth Avenue which joined Eastern Road 
on the Havant side or as today by Southleigh Road. 

This crossing was later closed and replaced by ‘Pony Trap Bridge’ which connected Third Avenue 
with Eastern Road. 

Although the estate and general area now boasted made up roads and pavements they continued to 
be without main drainage, although by this time Portsmouth Water Company had been supplying 
them with piped drinking water for some years. Main drainage installation did not happen until 
1934. At this time the residents would have had cesspits and oil lamps for lighting. 

Denvilles had a laundry in 13 Fourth Avenue (Bridle Road) called the Primrose Laundry, a post 
office and a police station also in Fourth Avenue. 

The transport at the turn of the century was by train, horse drawn carriages, pony and trap or by 
bicycle although the motor car had been invented it was not yet in general use. Havant supported 
two harness makers and saddlers. 

During 1910 King Edward VII died and was succeeded by George V. 


19 



By 1912 more cars had started to appear in Havant, enjoyed by the wealthier families, [as some of 
the residents of Denvilles undoubtedly were), or as public service vehicles like taxis. The 
entertainment in the home was largely provided by a piano, the newspapers of the day carrying 
many advertisements for these. 


POST CARD 


To Motorists especially. 

The Denville Sports and Social Club 
(Registered) to develop the following Sports,etc.; 

Motoring :-Garage ; Lock-ups ; Repairs 
and Replacements supply, etc. 

Tennis : Covered, Hard and Crass Courts. 

Bowling Greens ; Badminton, from 4 to 8 Courts. 

Roller Skating. Racquets Courts. 

Club : 25 Bedrooms, Bath Rooms, Reception 
Rooms, Club-room for Dancing, Concerts, Whist 
Drives, etc. : Refreshment Bars : Tea Lounge,etc. 

Billiards. 

The Club can also Co-Operate Stores of 
Groceries, Provisions, Butchers, Greengrocery. 

Tobaccos, Library, Newsagent, Corn, Hardware, 

Clothing, etc. 

Why not enjoy life on your own profits? 

Watch Advertisements in “Evening News.** 

Enquiries to--R. 11. STAGG, Proprietor. 

’Phone : Havant 85. 

This postcard is dated around 1910 advertising a rather ambitious endeavour which did not fully 
materialize although there was a Sports Club housed in the terraces on Fourth Avenue. 



The tennis courts occupied the land which today is Denvilles Close. 
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Fourth Avenue circa 1920. On the left is the Denvilles Post Office. The sub-postmaster was Mr W 
Colbourne. Postcard courtesy Ralph Cousins. 



This photograph shows the plain door in the centre which led to to the tennis courts. The end house 
on the right was a grocery and butcher shop owned by Mr Clayton. The post office was later taken 
over by Mr Clayton but at some time he fell out with the post office officials and told them to take 
the fixtures away immediately or else he would out them on the pavement. 
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This 1910 map of Denvilles suggests the club was not built until a later date. Extract from the 
Ordnance Survey series. 

World War 1 

In mid-August 1914 World War 1 was declared. It was to last nearly four years ending November 
1918. Conscription came in during January 1916. Men between the age of 18 and 41 years were 
eligible for conscription. 

Denvilles saw several of its young men killed, they are commemorated in the church of St Thomas a 
Becket at Warblington. You can find them at www.roll-of-honour.com/hampshire/warblington and 
Havant History Booklet No. 22, The Great War of 1914 to 1918, by Ann Griffiths, available at the 
Spring Arts Centre. Among them are: 

HW Blathwayt, Major, Royal Artillery, husband of H Blathwayt of Drewsborough, Denvilles, Havant. 
Died on the 30 November 1917. 

LHG Collis a Private in the 15th Battalion Hampshire Regiment, son of Mary Pomfronay [formerly 
Collis) of Yolanda, Denvilles, Havant. Died on the 29 March 1917. Aged 36. 

WH Fry, 88th Company, Machine Gun Corps, son of William Henry and Florence Fry of Southview, 
Denvilles, Havant. Died 26 May 1917, aged 22. 

This list is not complete. 
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Among those whom survived were: 


Fleet Surgeon Captain Edward Henry Meaden who was born in February 1864, following his naval 
career he retired to Hazeldene, Denvilles. He died on the 23 January 1943 aged 78. 

During the First World War he was initially Fleet Surgeon on the 3rd HMS Illustrious, which was 
part of the Channel Fleet. (Originally commissioned in 1898 it was one of the oldest battleships 
when WW1 broke out. It was de-commissioned in 1919.) 

He also served at Gallipoli and was mentioned in despatches.(See below.) He received a CMG, 
Companions, Order of St Michael and St George medal. 

29264 - 13 AUGUST 1915 - GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN - LANDINGS 

Admiralty. 

The following awards have been made in recognition of services during the operations in 
the vicinity of the Dardanelles prior to 25th-26th April: 

The following Officer is commended for service in Action Between 1 9th February and 
24th April: Fleet Surgeon Edward Henry Meaden, R.N. 

The London Gazette 


Other survivors, 

William JD Coulston born 1883, son John and Rosanna Coulston of the Primrose Laundry, Fourth 
Avenue, joined up on 9 September 1914, in the Royal Field Artillery, he served in France, eventually 
being discharged as physically unfit on 22 January 1919 following a wounding received in the war. 
He was awarded the BW & VM medals and a war pension. He died in the Queen Alexandra Hospital 
in 1967 aged 84. War records. 

William H Udal, born late 1894, son of William and Lucy Udal of Fernleigh, Denvilles, joined the 1st 
Battalion Worcester regiment in 1916 at Winchester. During September 1918 he was promoted to 
Corporal but unfortunately suffered an injury to his right leg and was sent home to re-cooperate at 
Netley. He was discharged in 1919. The following year he married Mabel Robinson. He died in 
1955, aged 62. War records, Internet. 

Percy Longland, Army Service Corp. Initially survived the war, being sent home to Millbrook 
Hospital suffering from burns in 1919. But died aged 37 at Ivanhoe, Denvilles. War records, 
Portsmouth Evening News. 
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The Horse Lines at a Hants Yeomanry camp, August 1913. This is believed to be somewhere on the 
Southleigh Estate. Postcard courtesy Ralph Cousins. 

During the war with so many men injured or killed, women’s home lives changed with more women 
going out to work in order to support the war effort. This gave many women a freedom from 
domestic work they were reluctant to give up after the war. 

In 1901 Britain had had a constitutional government, but it was not a fully-fledged democracy. In 
1918 it became a democracy, with the introduction of universal adult male suffrage and votes for 
women aged over 30. 


24 


TTV'i 


¥OM E 
WIN iTHE WAR 




7 / 


: 




a 


4 


w Wa 




I'M M CpiATGLY 

fWlxOlTDl 


WOMEN 5 


WAR 

TIME 


)UK Y It X. 


FUND 


I'O 3flOV1 L> 1-. REST ROOMS 

jCANT EEN S> &. H ©"STE^ 


l*1Ak S i Oirv MAM 
ft^ T« I AU (V PL Vi 


Youm^ WoMr.Vi 

• l|rt «%i |p 


t ? VCl i'V v€ ^TPII? 
HaKO • # • Vwavi 


In 1914, British home ownership patterns had barely changed since feudal times: only 10 per cent 
of the 7.75 million households belonged to owner-occupiers; the rest were owned by private 
landlords. After the ‘Homes Fit for Heroes’ election of December 1918, and the 1919 Housing Act, a 
million council houses were built over the next two decades. By 1938, the number of owner 
occupiers had rocketed to 3.75 million out of 11.75 million households. 
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Denvilles, Post World War One 


It is difficult to describe post war life in Denvilles without mentioning some of the national events 
which would have influenced this. 


During 1918/19 the 'Spanish flu' epidemic reached Britain and killed more than 200,000 people. 
The virus reputedly originated in the United States, but quickly spread around the world. 

The 1920s 


Many men died in The Great War either from combat or disease, many others came home injured, 
and the womenfolk at home supporting the war effort, "keeping the home fires burning” found 
themselves doing work previously allocated to men. This meant a change in 
the pattern of life from pre-war days. 

Women now had the vote and could even become members of Parliament! 

This was the beginning of the modern age. 

There was a decline in the employment of domestic servants, as women were 
less inclined to go into service, and they wanted to flex this new found 
freedom. 

Women’s fashions during this era became more daring with lighter flowing 
materials and many women discarded their corsets and cropped their hair. 

[How shocking!) 

In 1923 mains electricity came to Havant and Emsworth. Electricity meant the 
more affluent households of Denvilles could now embrace the new technological appliances, such 
as electric cookers, that were developed and accelerated during the war. 

On the roads motor vehicles were gradually replacing some of the horses and the need for grooms. 
The average family became smaller and the Education Act of 1921 introduced Free State education, 
children started school at five and the leaving age was raised to 14. 

The entertainment in the home was changing from pianos to radios. The BBC started broadcasting 
in 1922; popular music was jazz, piano, blues, Charleston and country. Residents of Denvilles had a 
leisure club in Fourth Avenue in the 1920s, sporting billiard tables, a bar and tennis courts. At a 
later date theatrical evenings and dances were held there. 




In 1920, Denvilles mainly consisted of the existing ‘Denvilles Estate’ which included the houses 
fronting Southleigh Road, together with a few houses on the eastern side of Southleigh Road like 
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Glenleigh Farm, Glenleigh Cottage, [the actual road not being named until a later development in 
the 60s) Wray House and numbers 52, 56, 58, 60 and 64 Southleigh Road. 

By the mid-1920s the feel good factor after the war had disappeared as the lack of investment in the 
new mass-production techniques in industry led to a period of depression and decline in the British 
economy. This created a striking contrast between the fortunes of the unemployed and the middle 
and upper classes. 

Unemployment had risen to more than two million which in turn to the general strike of 1926 and 
great depression of the 1930s. Although the south was not as badly affected as the north of England 
and the residents of Denvilles in the main were fairly affluent, but this may have influenced the lack 
of development in the area of Denvilles, very few houses were built between 1914 and the late 
1920s early 30s. 

Southleigh Road 

Southleigh Road is a long road stretching from Green Pond at Warblington to the top of New 
Brighton Road at Westbourne. 

In the 1800s the lane at Warblington was called Green Lane, it ran from the One Stop shop (which 
at the time was a forge looking across Green Pond) northwards to an area called Clapgate which 
was located at the intersection of Bridle Road, later to become Fourth Avenue. From this 
intersection the road was called Leigh Lane and ran northwards to East Leigh Farm where it 
intersected with Eastleigh Road which went to Woodlands Farm and on to Southleigh Park. 
Eastleigh is a very ancient hamlet and existed before Denvilles was developed, the road from Green 
Lane at Warblington which became Leigh Road at the Clapgate intersection continuing around the 
right hand bend to Westbourne running past Southleigh Farm which was part of the Southleigh 
estate. 



Map dated 1840 showing the intersection at Clapgate where Leigh Lane began. 
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Clapgate. The prefix 'clap' is a very common one. When compounded with '-gate’ it means a gate on 
to a waste or common which the animals going through can push open but then shuts automatically 
after them. This indicates this land had once been common grazing land. 

Green Pond was the village centre of Warblington circa 15th century. The lane shown in front of the 
forge is Green Lane; a short section still remains today as a car park and one way traffic system. The 
pond was filled in early in the First World War. During the Second World War a public air raid 
shelter was erected on this site; the trees we see today were planted in the 1970s. The Havant Road 
shown in the foreground is the route of the original Roman road. 



Further evidence of the road names can be seen on the 1861 census records where the record show 
entries from the forge up to Clapgate as Green Lane and entries after this as Leigh. 

However entries in the 1901 census record both of these roads as Leigh Lane, Green Lane having 
disappeared from the record. 

By 1910 the Ordnance Survey maps are showing all of this as being Southleigh Road as it remains 
today. 

This road is a central thoroughfare running through modern Denvilles with roads on both sides 
giving access to the various housing developments. Denvilles being hemmed in on two sides by the 
railway it is the only vehicular access from the south. Access can also be gained from a northern 
approach via Eastleigh Road or an eastern direction from Emsworth Common Road, where it 
intersects with Southleigh Road. 


28 









The original Warblington School at Green Pond for the children of Denvilles closed in 1906. For 
many years it was a church hall and is now a private residence. 



The entire school is shown here in the early 1900s. Photograph courtesy Ralph Cousins whose 
mother is the pupil without a smock. 
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This photograph was taken post 1900; you can just determine the signpost behind the equestrian 
saying Southleigh Road. 



Warblington today, Green Lane’s original course can still be determined. 
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Infilling along Southleigh Road, built in what had been the garden of a larger house, all of this 
development is addressed as Southleigh Road. 



Both of these photographs show properties built on land that had formerly been one property with 
extensive gardens. Marlborough Close is also built on part of the same original plot. The property 
shown below was built towards the end of the twentieth century following the demolition of the 
original house and reflects the features of the old house which had a round room facing south. 



The 1930s 

Hallet Road came into existence in the late 1920s early 1930s together with Fifth Avenue. Mainly 
semidetached, these houses were built on relatively large plots. Most of which was later sold off as 
building plots, very few have such large gardens today. Mains drainage came to Denvilles 1934, 
ending the need for homes to be built with cesspits. 
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This photograph is, no doubt, of the laying of the drains in Southleigh Road in 1934. The second 
navvy from the right is Frank Cousins who would have been in his early 30s at this time. The signal 
box can be seen in the background. Photograph courtesy Ralph Cousins. 
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1930s Fifth Avenue 



I think we can safely assume this road is named extending the theme already set by First, Second 
Third and Fourth Avenues. It was built on agricultural land that was originally part of the 
Warblington Castle Estate. 

Before the First World War in the early 1900s Fifth Avenue was a track leading to a clay pit situated 
at the end of the road as it is today, before the new development of Manor Farm and Nursery Fields. 
This is shown in the map below dated 1910 below. 

The first houses were erected in the late 1920s early 1930s and were mainly pairs of semi-detached 
houses, bay fronted and part pebble dashed as was typical of this period. These were situated from 
approximately the middle of the road as we know it today and continued towards the far end of this 
road on both sides. 

The land adjoining No. 64 Southleigh Road was sold in the sixties, I do not know the exact year, and 
several residences were built both detached bungalows and houses. However as the original houses 
had already been numbered 1, 3, 5, etc. it has resulted in a rather curious numbering system. From 
the beginning of this road the right hand side residences are numbered ld,lc, la,lb,l, 3,5, 5a 7,9 
etc. This is due to infilling between existing properties. 
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This map is dated 1963, note the houses built in the 1930s in Fifth Avenue and the large garden 
orchard on the corner of Fifth Avenue and Southleigh Road sold off and built on in the 1960s, 



This map shows the track to the clay pit. This track was later to become Fifth Avenue. 


34 








1930s Hallet Road 



Hallet Road. 

The name Hallet has no definition other than that of a surname, the word derives from Anglo, 
Norman, French and first appeared as a surname in the 16th century. 

The first houses to be built in Hallet Road were around 1927 to 1933. Mainly Semi-detached built 
with red brick, with bay windows to the front many part pebble dashed as was common during this 
period. 

At the far end of this road Mr. Stride operated his market garden business with a shop from where 
he sold his produce grown on his land adjoining and to the east of Hallet road. One of the barns in 
his yard dated back to the early 1900s. 

Manor Farm 

Built 1931 as two cottages at the end of Hallet Road for Mr and Mrs Stride, the parents of the 
current owner, and a relative whom was a milliner and occupied the adjoining property. 

Mr William (Ron] Stride was born 16 May 1931 and lived here for the duration of his childhood. 

Mr Stride and his wife moved back into his childhood home in 1958 following his marriage after a 
short spell in Portsmouth. 

He recalls as a child, during the Second World War on the 18 April 1941 a bomb landed on the 
adjoining field east of the house which blew all the tiles off the roof and when he awoke he could 
see the sky. The outbuildings also suffered damage from the blast which still retains the evidence 
where the roof timbers separated from the main beams. 

Mr Stride bought his first vehicle a Bedford van, number plate RV 696, which was later used in an 
episode of the television series ‘Dad’s Army’. 

He farmed the land to the east of Hallet Road from Glenleigh Park road in the south to Copsey’s 
Nurseries to the north, selling produce from his farm shop on site. 
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Part of this site was sold to developers David Wilson Homes in 2012 (Barratts) and after much 
dispute between the developer and local residents and is currently [2014] being developed to 
provide approximately 200 new homes with a green open space, allotments and a community 
building. This is to be built in two stages. Mr Stride still retains some land to the east of this site. 

During the excavation for the new development workmen discovered evidence of an ancient 
settlement and called in the archaeologists whom identified the imprint of approximately ten 
roundhouses with holes where the posts would have been erected and a fire pit which still 
contained a pot. There are also straight lines crisscrossing the site made from stones, the reason for 
this is not known but the rectangular beds of stones are thought to be graves. 



Mr Ron Stride indicates the lines found crisscrossing the site when excavated. 
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Evidence of a fire pit and holes where posts would have been erected to support a roundhouse. 



Post holes with a possible outline of the floor area of a roundhouse. 
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Manor Farm before demolition as part of the new development. 
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The barn dating from early 1900s. 



The roof timbers of the barn retaining evidence of the damage caused during World War Two, note 
split roof timber on the right hand side of the photograph. 
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The shop from where local residents could buy their vegetables. 



Ron Stride with family and staff on the farm. Joan Stride is driving the tractor. 


Manor Farm was owned and farmed by the Stride family since the 1950s, selling produce from their 
shop on site. Mr W. Stride, now 83, still retains a parcel of land to the east of this development and 
proposes to purchase and move into one of the new houses. (See Hallet Road). 

Planning consent had been granted in April 2013 to build a development of 97 homes on the Manor 
Farm site which formed part of a total scheme for 197 houses. The scheme was to encompass 3.5 
acres of recreational space which included 32 allotments, a new scout hut and reputedly a 
community building. This consent formed part of a joint application for both sites following public 
engagement over 18 months.. 
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During late 2013 building commenced on both the Manor Farm and Nursery Field sites. Currently 
[2014] the show homes are open for business on both sites. 



Another resident of Hallet Road hit the headlines in 2013 in tragic circumstances when he was 
killed by being trampled by an elephant while on holiday in India. 

Cohn Manvell, a keen birdwatcher was taking photographs at the Masinagudi National park when 
the accident happened. Cohn, a retired geography teacher was an adventurous traveller and a very 
popular and respected member of the community whom related tales of his adventures in the local 
school. He was also an exceptional tennis player and a long standing member of the local tennis 
club. 
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Denvilles during the Second World War 

See Childhood Memories of Havant in the Second World War by Ralph Cousins and Havant in the 
Second World War by Ann Griffiths, both available from The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre. 

3 September 1939 

Britain declared war on Germany following the invasion of Poland on 1 September 1939. The Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain was reluctant to declare war on Germany. But there was strong 
feeling both publicly and in the cabinet that Hitler should be made to honour the Anglo-Polish 
treaty. The result was that we were at war with Germany for the second time in 25 years. 

At Home during World War Two 

There were several bombs dropped on Denvilles during 1940 and 41 in the Second World War. 

On the 8 October 1940, three houses and two bungalows were demolished when Fourth Avenue 
was bombed killing the occupants of one bungalow, two elderly ladies, Mary A. Guy aged 65, and 
Linda P. Coggell aged 72. 

Two months later, on the 5 December 1940 Petit Cottage in Glenleigh Park road was hit destroying 
what had previously been the gardener’s cottage to Glenleigh House. Three ladies were killed. 

One was Ethel Ripley, nee Goodman aged 53. Ethel, born to an Annie Francis had been a maid in her 
younger years and during 1913 had married Frederick Ripley at Hampstead in London. Frederick 
died in 1937, aged 48 leaving Ethel a widow. Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Another was 
Violet Todd, who was a spinster aged 52, born in 1889 in Grantham, Lincolnshire, daughter of John 
and Isabel Todd of Ivy Lodge, Fourth Avenue, Denvilles. These two ladies had taken the cottage only 
approximately one month before. Originally only one body could be found, the others were found 
some time later. Their graves and memorial stones can be found in the Eastern Road cemetery. The 
third lady was Annie Frances Goodman (79] who may have been visiting, 

Helmsley House in Barton’s road took a hit to the cottage in the grounds on the 17 April 1941 
killing both occupants Herbert and Elizabeth Wills. Their grave and memorial stone can also be 
found in the Eastern Road cemetery. 

On land adjoining Helmsley House, Mr Tucker, the son of the farmer of Locks Farm, relates several 
bombs dropping on their land but fortunately they were all duds; however one went through the 
roof of the cart shed and dropped between the shafts of the cart within. 

In the field to the east of Manor Farm a bomb landed on 18 April 1941 which blew all the roof tiles 
off the house occupied by the Stride family at the end of Hallet Road. Mr Ron Stride recalls waking 
up and being able to see the sky from his bed where he lay. From this time onward, he recalls they 
went to the shelter at night. 
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26A Fourth Avenue Denvilles, which was the newly built (1939) home of Mr and Mrs Reginald 
Vince and their 10-year-old son Reginald (Bunny), was bombed at 18.45 on 10 October 1940. 
Photograph courtesy of the Portsmouth Evening News. 


Hearing the machine guns of the approaching bomber Mrs Vince and Bunny took cover in their air 
raid shelter. As was his usual practice Mr Vince placed their canary under his office desk. 
Unfortunately he did not make it to the shelter and became trapped. Mrs Vince and Bunny were 
also trapped in the shelter by the rubble on the right of the picture. 

They were eventually rescued but feared that the canary had perished. However a couple of days 
later a passer-by heard the canary singing so it had survived after all and lived for many years 
after. 

Further along the road Betty Marshall was blown down her staircase. She later recalled having seen 
a line of bullet holes up the ramp bridge. 
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Southleigh Close 



After the war the army camp and gun-site in Southleigh Road was occupied by squatters. Havant 
council later converted the huts for living accommodation. Campion’s bread van is in the 
background. It was named Southleigh Close. Photograph courtesy of the Portsmouth Evening News. 

HAPPY IN HUTS AT SOUTHLEIGH 

HANGING out her washing on a line strung between the huts at the former " squatters" 
camp, Southleigh, Mrs. A. W. Carter took a peg out of her mouth and said: "We are very 
happy here". 

Sixteen families are now in occupation of this former Services camp, now called 
"Southleigh Close", which has been converted into temporary living accommodation by 
Havant and Waterloo Urban Council at a cos. of £4,603. 

"When you have lived in rooms eight years you are glad to take anything to get on your 
own" added Mrs. Carter, who has two small daughters. "If slightly draughty, they are very 
comfortable—and anyway, we can call it our own home." 

A neighbour, Mrs. C. R. Reid, who has also lived in rooms all her married life (eightyears} 
commented: "There is plenty of space for the children to run around. We did not have that 
in Brockhampton Lane. Of course, we would have preferred a prefab, but then 'beggars 
cannot be choosers’". 

Carrying her two-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Alaine, Mrs. W. G. Prangley remarked to 
our reporter: 7 am looking forward to the summer when we can go for some nice walks 
around here. I expect we shall hire a coach for all the residents for outings". 

The Council have fixed provisional rents of 10s. (50p) a week for two-bedroom type huts, 
and 7s. 6d. (37V2p) for one-bedroom types, exclusive of rates. Each has a bath-room. 

Portsmouth Evening News, 1948 
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This map demonstrates where bombs fell on Denvilles during World War Two. 


Helmsley House 

Helmsley House gardens and paddock were requisitioned by the Royal Marines whom built a 
hutted camp in the grounds. This was the probable target when the cottage in the grounds was 
bombed which killed a married couple. The bombs falling on Nutwick and East Leigh Farm were all 
duds as reported by Mr Tucker who lived at East Leigh Farm. Unfortunately the bomb that dropped 
on Fourth Avenue killed two ladies and the one in Glenleigh Park killed three. 

There was an army camp and anti-aircraft gun site in Southleigh Road in the fields adjoining 
Southleigh Farm, was this the intended target? 
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8 May 1945 

Sees the entire country coming to a standstill as Britain officially celebrates the end of the war on 
Victory in Europe day. By the end of April 1945 the Germans had been defeated. Adolf Hitler 
committed suicide in his Berlin bunker. Grand Admiral Karl Donitz surrendered to General 
Eisenhower in France on 7 May 1945. The following day was officially celebrated in Britain as 
Victory in Europe Day. The entire country came to a standstill as people celebrated the end of war. 

Post World War Two 

After the expense of war the country was in a bit of a dip regarding development as with The Great 
War it took from 5 to 10 years to get back on its feet and start looking forward with optimism. 

Although the war itself was over people were still living with the effects, rationing was still in place, 
with bread and potatoes not being rationed until after the war. Rationing ended in 1950. As after 
the First World War people were now even more reluctant to take subservient types of 
employment, women were especially reluctant to go into domestic service. 

In 1945 a Labour government was voted in with a big majority which enabled them to make certain 
changes, particularly the National Health Service in 1948 and 20% of all British industry was 
nationalised by the 1950s. 

The larger homes in Denvilles would now have had electrical appliances, industry taking full 
advantage of inventions and technologies developed during the war. By the late 1950s televisions 
were to be found in most ordinary homes. 

The 1960s 

The late 50s early 60s saw the feel good factor return, people were optimistic, jobs were plentiful, 
the government gave tax breaks to young married couples and the birth rate soared. Young 
engaged couples would save with a local building society that would go on to provide them with a 
mortgage enabling them to purchase a house. The houses of the 1960s period were built much 
smaller using new materials which made them affordable to working class people, where 
previously only the middle and upper classes were homeowners and working class people tended 
to rent. In the home people would now have telephones, television, fridges, washing machines, 
record players or radiograms and they wanted a modern house, with fitted kitchens and modern 
bathrooms. Light, airy and easily kept clean. This changed Denvilles, the inhabitants becoming more 
diverse. 

The 1960s saw an explosion in development probably doubling the size of Denvilles, people no 
longer wanted large gardens, many of which had been turned into allotments during the war years 
and gradually they started to be sold off. Although the larger developments in this period was 
mainly on the eastern side of Southleigh Road there was a trend in selling off the gardens of the 
larger houses as land became more valuable. Developers were quick to realize the potential of these 
large Victorian and Edwardian homes with big gardens and several were demolished and 
redeveloped. Endescott, Denville Court, Carisbrooke, The Grange and The Primrose Laundry all met 
with this fate giving birth to Denvilles Close, Carisbrooke Close, Grange Close and many individual 
houses in the avenues saw new houses infilling between the original homes during this decade 
changing the face of the original Denvilles Estate. 
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Four houses were built in 1959 on land surrounding No. 2 First Avenue by AG Dann, builder of The 
Dale, Purbrook, facing onto First Avenue and Southleigh Road. The first council houses were built 
approximately 1964 at the west end of Third Avenue. These are now privately owned following the 
sale of council houses. 

On the eastern side of Southleigh Road, Glenleigh Park was built on land that had previously been 
part of the farm. Blenheim Gardens, Bladon Close and Chartwell Drive were built on land owned by 
the Copseys whom were nurserymen. Spindle Close, Weavers Green, Spindle Warren and 
Marlborough Close were all built in this decade. These new homes were smaller, with modern 
kitchens and bathrooms, garages and less garden. 



1960s Spindle Close, Weavers Green and Spindle Warren. 


Spindle Close is named after a Spindle tree which grew on the site where the first house was built. 
Weavers Green and Spindle Warren built and named at a later date has obscured the origins of this 
name by mistaking the meaning. This small estate consists of three roads all culs-de-sac. These 
detached houses and bungalows form what is today the north east boundary of Denvilles and were 
built prior to the construction of Blenheim Gardens. Original resident. 

Spindle Close was originally a cart track between fields, the first bungalow to be erected on this site 
was No. 9, this was named Tinkers Court, and the second bungalow built on the opposite side of the 
road was Gulls Drift. These bungalows were built by Bill Dibden Builders in 1960-61. Further plots 
continued to be sold and developed forming Spindle Close as we know it today. 

The definition of a Spindle Tree is any shrubby tree of the genus Euonymus having showy usually 
reddish berries. 
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Weavers Green and Spindle Warren were reputably built in approximately 1966 by Emsworth 
builder, Doug Sadler. 


Spindle Warren is a small cul-de-sac off Spindle Close, the large windows, half-clad fascia with an 
open plan front aspect were typical of the 1960s and early 1970s architecture. These were built in 
1966 by Doug Sadler a local builder of Emsworth. 
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The Blenheim Estate 


This consists of Blenheim Gardens, Bladon Close and Chartwell Drive. The naming of these roads 
were undoubtably influenced by the death of Sir Winston Churchill on 24 January 1965. Blenheim 
Palace, his childhood home, and Chartwell where he spent his married life. His wife donated his 
estate to the National Trust in 1965. Bladon is the nearest village to Blenheim Palace . 



This estate was built in the 1960s on land previously owned by the Copsey family who were market 
gardeners. The land was mainly laid to glasshouses and some residents report still digging up glass 
when gardening. The Copseys family continued to run their business on land east of this estate until 
they sold it for development in 2012-13. This estate would have significantly increased the size of 
the existing housing stock known as Denvilles together with other developments like Glenleigh 
Road, Spindle Close, Weavers Green, Spindle Warren and Marlborough Close also built in this 
decade. 

It consists of a mixture of 60s style homes, both detached, semi-detached and bungalows. 
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Glenleigh Park 



The bungalows in this road were reputedly built by builder Doug Sadler of Emsworth in the 1960s. 
The road takes its name from the first dwelling to be built on this land Glenleigh Farm. The road 
was not named until this development. 



Map of the area prior to the construction of Wray House. 

Glenleigh Farm and Glenleigh Cottage were constructed in the early 1890s. The road was originally 
a track giving access to a well situated approximately half way down on the left hand side where the 
farmhouse stands today. This is shown on the map above. 
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Glenleigh Farm 



Glenleigh Farmhouse as advertised for sale in 2012. The entrance to the dairy is shown in bottom 
left corner. 

A Mr Searle moved into Glenleigh farm in 1941 where he had a dairy farm. This was only a small 
farm consisting of five acres. Mr Searle owned the well-known retail outlet in Arundel Street, 
Portsmouth trading as U-Need-Us. His son married the daughter of Mr Stride of Manor Farm in 
Hallet Road. 

The Glenleigh farmhouse still survives today and was put on the market in 2012 boasting a ‘dairy’ 
this was a small room on the side of the cottage. 

Also in Glenleigh Park prior to the second world war there was a cottage called Petit Cottage two 
ladies moved into this in 1940, but unfortunately approximately a month after their occupation a 
bomb hit the cottage killing them both and the cottage was destroyed. (See World War Two.) 
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Denvilles Close 



The Development of Denvilles Close 

Denvilles Close comprises of the purchase of several plots of land bordering and to the south of 
Fourth Avenue and between First and Fourth Avenue and Southleigh Road, by the developer 
Grenfield Ltd of 1 Trafalgar Place, Portsmouth. This development was built around 1964-65 
following a rather complicated series of purchasing various plots of land over a period of years. 

This included the Primrose Laundry which was demolished in order to build an access road to the 
proposed building site, having already purchased the bottom of the garden of Denvilles Court which 
faced onto First Avenue. They then proceeded to buy the stables and outbuildings at the bottom of 
the gardens of the houses fronting Southleigh Road. The Sports club in Fourth Avenue who owned 
the tennis courts was sold by the executors when the owner died, initially to a banker whom I 
suspect was acting for Grenfields as he then sold it on to the developer. Finally The Priory was the 
last one to sell, again upon the death of the occupier Kate Nicholls who was the wife of the late John 
Nicholls, coal merchant who had run his business from this site. The following text and key plan has 
been taken from title deeds. 
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Key plan Plot 1, Area edged in Red, 1.5 acres. 

Excerpts from Title Deeds, the following information to be used in conjunction with this Key Site 
Plan taken from original deeds. 

Details of conveyance. 

1918 Denville Court. (Corner of First and Fourth Avenues and next to 'Carisbrooke'). Vendor Mabel 
Briggs widow of Harold Briggs Brig: Gnrl H.M. Army. Purchaser Emma Green wife of Henry Green 
Coal Merchant, Portsmouth. Price £1,375. 

1941 Emma Green Vndrs sold to P.I.M.C.S. Purr £1,800. 

1946 P.I.M.C.S Vndrs sold to 1st part Maurice Pinker Florist Cosham Ports & to 2nd part Sub Purrs, 
Norman Seaton (retired Marine Superintendent of the South India Railway) and his wife Jessie 
Baird Seaton £3500. Left in trust to sub Purrs. 

Subject to restrictions and covenants contained in conveyance dated July 1889 between William 
Henry Duffield and Walter Kilpatrick. One of these being that no private dwelling house should be 
erected less than £200 in value. 

1948 15/6th Norman Seaton & Jessie Seaton Vndrs sold to Arnold R Ellis from Woking, Surrey 
£5,900. 

1951 April. Arnold R Ellis Vndrs sold to Diana May Carothers from Tyford Winchester £5,600. 

1962 November. Diana M. Carothers Vndrs sells plot at the bottom of garden 160’ x 90’ to Grenfield 
Ltd £1400; it is interesting that at this time he appeared to have no access to this land. 

Key Plan plot 2, Land edged in Brown & outlined Blue. 
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1918-1925 Held on a mortgage 1st part Robert Henry Stagg, & 2nd part John William Perkins @ 
£1,600 JW Perkins transferred his interest to L.R.Maidment & A.L Cowell. (Sports Club) with right 
of way 'The Drive’ between ‘Swiss Cottage and 57 Southleigh Road. 

No record of conveyance between RH Stagg or aforementioned parties and William Clayton was he 
leasing, from below? Bit of a mystery! 

1927 September. Matthew William Clayton, farmer Thorney Is: Vndrs sold to John Clayton Ilford 
Essex, Meat Salesman Purr (Vendors Nephew) residing @ 39A Fourth Avenue shop. John Clayton 
died 1960, 

1961 August Executors sold initially to a banker, (was he an agent?) who sold to Grenfield Ltd @ 
£5,450. 

Note: Verbal reports say previously pigs were kept on this land, and when the level crossing closed 
in Fourth Avenue and the railway footbridge built it was known as ‘Pony Trap Bridge’ as he drove 
them to market in a trap across said bridge. 

Key Plan Plot 3 outlined in Green 

1963 January. Owned by David Walter Spackman of ’Leighside’ 57 South Leigh Rd, plot 61’ x 160’ 
previously stables and outbuildings, sold to Grenfield builder £1,600. 

Key plan plot 5 land edged in & Orange & edged by Yellow plot 4 

1931 James Yates & Harry J Wiltshire Vndrs sold to John Nicholls & wife Kate Florence Nicholls of 
the adjoining ‘The Priory’ Coal merchants. Purrs. 

1941 John Nicholls died, his wife still resides in ‘The Priory’ (see Last entry). 

1961 August land edged Orange sold to Greenfield’s Building Contractor £550 (Access Road). 

Key Plan plot 6, Land edged in Violet 

1919 December. Bridle Rd later called No 15 Fourth Avenue. John Coulston Of The Primrose 
Laundry Vndrs Sold to William James Marshall, Milk Seller. Portsmouth £900. 

WJ Marshall retired hotel keeper died October 1946 leaving all his estate to his wife Margaret Kate 
Marshall. 

1952 January M.K.Marshall Vndrs sold to Country Dairies Ltd reg office Nol5, 4th Avenue. Formerly 
known as 'The Primrose Laundry’. 

1959 April, Country Dairies vndrs sold to Reginald Albert Vine & wife Moira Courtenay Vine, Lime 
Grove Hayling Is; £2,600. 

1960 October, Property valued @£3,500. 

1963 February R.A.Vine vendor sold to Grenfield Ltd (developer). 

Plot 7 

1964 July. Kate Nicholls of'The Priory’ died 8/08/1963; her executors sold the property to 
Grenfield Ltd at an agreed price of £3,000. It was valued at £4,500. But note by this time Grenfield 
owned all surrounding property including the access road to the property which Kate had sold in 

1961 for £500. 

These seven plots comprised the land on which Denvilles Close was built by Grenfields of 
Portsmouth in the 1960s. It had taken several years for the developer to acquire all the sites needed 
to progress this development. 

These terraced and semidetached houses are typical of 1960s architecture. 
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Grange Close 



Grange Close was built in the late 1960s on land previously occupied by a large house called ‘The 
Grange’, this development is partly terraced houses built approximately 1964 with some semi¬ 
detached built in 1981 at the west end of this cul-de-sac. It is named after the original house and is 
accessed via Third Avenue. 


The Grange 

The house was built in the late 1800s and had 4/5 bedrooms, a bathroom and separate toilet. There 
were three reception rooms, a kitchen and two sculleries, verandas to two aspects and a 
conservatory facing south. There were also extensive gardens. 

It was demolished 1960s in order for the land to be re-developed. This developer also bought the 
rear gardens of adjoining properties to build these new houses; the original plan was for the access 
road to be on Second Avenue but one resident refused to sell so the plan had to be revised. 

This house was originally owned by George Brooks, who was born in 1842 in Hambledon. He lived 
there with his wife, Rosina, born in 1847, originally from Sheerness in Kent, their son Walter was 
born in 1878 and they also had two daughters Maud, born in 1887 and Dora born in 1892. The 
three children were born in Portsmouth. At the time of the 1901 census, he is described as a retired 
grocer originally from Hambledon. 

In 1911 his daughter Maud marries Albert Steadman. 

For many years George ran a grocery store in Charlotte Street, Landport, Portsmouth; he died on 
the 28 January 1937 aged 95. His and the family gravestones can be found in the Havant cemetery. 
Source Havant Museum. 
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George Brooks and his wife Rosina. Photograph courtesy of Havant Museum. 
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Marlborough Close 

Marlborough Close was named as a continuation of the Churchill connection with Blenheim, 
Chartwell and Bladon. Winston’s father was Lord Randolph Churchill, the youngest son of John, the 
7th Duke of Marlborough. 



Marlborough Close was constructed in the mid-1960s built on land which had previously been the 
gardens of a larger adjoining houses. The older house to the left was quite distinctive as it had a 
round turret like room to the southern aspect. The gardens were extensive and when the house was 
sold it was demolished and a modern version based on the original house was built in front of 
where the older house had stood facing onto Southleigh Road, a detached house was built on the 
north side of this also facing Southleigh Road and a small development of a further five houses to 
the left of this. 

The 1970s 

The following decade, during the 1970s the Nutwick Estate was built, this again considerably 
increasing the size of Denvilles built on land that had been agricultural. This large estate was named 
after the original farm. This saw the introduction of more council built homes in the area of 
Denvilles built on the north side of this estate, adding a further element to the social mix. The first 
council homes in Denvilles had been built at the west end of Third Avenue. 

The Effect of the Thatcher years 

When Margaret Thatcher came to power in 1979 she brought in new rules preventing local councils 
from subsidizing their housing stock from taxation. Councils then channeled their housing grants 
for new social housing to Housing Associations, and allowed existing tenants to purchase their 
homes at a large discount which many did. 

A government housing benefit scheme which was more generous to housing associations than local 
authorities, saw the local council transferring their remaining housing stock and liabilities to The 
Hermitage Housing Association. 

The effect of these actions is that many of the houses on what had been the council estate of 
Denvilles are in fact now privately owned. Existing residents of Denvilles living on what had been a 
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private estate could find the house next door has been sold to a housing association. Housing 
Associations also buy homes on new developments; particularly as in the financial climate of 2007 
to 2013 many builders could not sell their newly built homes due to a recession, so were glad of an 
offer from an association, possibly at a reduced price. 

The Nutwick Estate 



The land on which this estate has been built originally formed part of a Saxon land charter and it is 
from this that it takes its name. It was also part of the ancient manor of Nyetimber where Nut Farm 
is mentioned. When this estate was built the theme was extended naming other roads on this estate 
Hornbeam, Elder and Rowan. 

This 1970s estate was built on land previously part of the Southleigh Estate, owned by Sir Dymoke 
White, during the 1800s it was mainly agricultural, housing among others, Nutwick Farm, This was 
built between 1840-1870 situated on a farm track with public right of way, which ran from the 
current railway bridge crossing from Stanbridge Road, New Lane, West Leigh, to Leigh Road (now 
Southleigh Road) roughly where Rowan Road is today. 

The Original farmhouse was a three bed roomed, probably two reception and kitchen with a large 
garden planted with fruit trees facing east and extensive outbuildings running parallel either side of 
a central yard. 

The farmhouse was of a flint and brick construction with a slate roof as were some of the out 
buildings, others were timber built with tin roofs and the building on the south side had flint walls 
and a thatched roof with an open aspect north facing inwards to the yard. 

Mr David Tucker who lived at nearby East Leigh Farm (now known as Locks Farm) and whose 
father farmed this land which included the Nutwicks buildings from 1937 to 1961 recalls the 
Nutwick kitchen had a black iron range, a metal bowl set in brickwork with a fire beneath for 
washing clothes, a square sink with a hand pump and a stone floor. There was a bread oven outside. 
Water was by way of a well in the garden and the toilet was attached to an outbuilding (bucket 
affair) the farmhouse was lit by oil lamps. 

The land supported trees of Oak, Sycamore, Field Maple, Hazel and Buck Holly. Red squirrels 
inhabited these. Several of these oak trees remain today. 
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There are no photographs of Nutwick Farm; these images are typical of the era. 



Victorian brick built solid fuel with copper washbowls. Nutwick Farm had one in the kitchen. 



An example of a Victorian farmhouse kitchen with oil lamps and range. 
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Another example with range, stone flagged floor and washbowl in the left-hand corner. 



Victorian Bread Oven. 



Brick and Flint Farm Buildings with slate roof. 


Open aspect thatched barn. 
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The Nutwick farmhouse became uninhabited in late 1938. Prior to this it was occupied by a 
cowman, followed by a carter and then another carter. Mr Tucker then replaced his two carthorses 
with tractors and used some of the outbuildings to house his machinery. He was primarily a dairy 
farmer keeping shorthorns, but also kept pigs and chickens at Nutwicks with some arable fields 
growing cereals, sugar beet, kale, potatoes and mangolds. 

Mr Tucker rented the land from Sir Dymoke White’s estate. The previous tenant was Mr Rideout. 

The land was developed in the 1970s the estate taking its name from the original dwelling. The 
whole site ran from the nursery bordering Fourth Avenue to the track running alongside the 
original farmhouse. This was a large development consisting of both Council built and privately 
owned homes. The council houses were built by a company called Guy Construction during 1972- 
73 at the northern end of this site they were of staggered terraces and two blocks of low level flats. 
The private houses were built with the large detached houses bordering the old part of Denvilles 
with semi-detached and then terraced homes adjoining the council built houses. Mill Lodge 
Properties of Waterlooville was the developer, 1975-76. 

Following the sale of council properties in the Thatcher era these homes are mostly privately 
owned now. Although it is also true that these easily maintained properties are a favourite for 
housing associations to purchase when they become available especially as in the current financial 
climate prospective buyers find it more difficult to obtain mortgages. This applies to all of the semi¬ 
detached and terraced houses on this estate not just the previously council owned homes whose 
values now equal those which were originally built for private purchasers. 

During the year 2000 more land that had previously been farmed by the Tucker family fell to the 
developers when permission was granted for approximately 300 homes north of the Nutwick estate 
on the understanding approximately 50 of these had to be allocated for social housing. These 50 
houses were built with access from Nutwick Road and are only connected to the privately built 
houses by a footpath, hoping to preserve the integrity of the private estate. These are Housing 
Association homes. However as is often the case these are attractive well built houses of red brick 
with flint detail and front porches finished with picket fences to the frontage. There is also a well- 
equipped children’s playground. 
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Swallow Close 



Also in the 1970s Swallow Close, was built off the eastern end of Fourth Avenue it had been a 
nursery for many years dating back to the 1800s. Many newspapers in the late 1890s carried 
advertisements for their produce or to procure workers. 

There had been a large Victorian house on the corner of Fourth Avenue and Southleigh Road, today 
a block of flats called Kingfisher Court occupies this site. The garden of the original house and the 
nursery grounds form Swallow Close. 

Built in 1974, this road consists of substantial detached and semidetached houses on the left hand 
side of the road the frontages facing north towards the Nutwick Estate. 

The 1980s 

Carisbrooke Close 

Carisbrooke Close was built approximately 1980 on land originally occupied by three large houses 
called Endescott, Denville Court and Carisbrooke from which it takes its name. Denville Court 
having previously sold the northern end of their garden to the developer of Denvilles Close. The 
demolition of these houses on large plots enabled the developer to construct houses from the 
corner of First and Fourth Avenue along First Avenue and gave access to Carisbrooke Close which 
was built on land having previously been the large gardens of these houses. 
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The Evening News 21 May 1927 


PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
By instructions from the mortgagee. 

WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 1927 

FIELD AND PALMER have received instructions from the mortgagee to SELL by AUCTION, at the TOWN 
HALL, EMSWORTH, on the above date, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the extensive Business Property, known 

as DENVILLE HALL 4th AVENUE, DENVILLE. HAVANT 

comprising large dancing hall and club premises, large shop and offices, over 20 living rooms, extensive 
grounds of nearly 2 ACRES, comprising tea gardens, soft and hard tennis courts, motor garage and road out 

onto the South Leigh Road. 

Further particulars in future issues. 

Vendors Solicitors: Messrs ARNOLD COOPER &TOMKINS, Emsworth 


The Turn of the Century 2000 

Denvilles continued to expand with the Snowberry estate which was built approximately in the 
year 2000, providing another 200 to 300 homes, although by this time houses were not quite as 
affordable as they had been in the sixties boom period. This resulted in Building Societies starting 
to employ more risky lending practices in order to allow borrowers to buy homes. Also the local 
council insisted as a condition of planning consent that a portion of these homes be built for social 
housing. These houses are Housing Association homes and are situated in the North West corner of 
this estate with vehicular access from Nutwick. 
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The Snowberry Estate 



Photograph showing the central green. 

This estate comprising some 200 to 300 houses was built approximately 1999-2000, a portion of 
which was allocated to social housing. These form the north-west corner running alongside the 
railway line continuing and extending Nutwick Road. The only connection to the remainder of the 
estate is by way of a footpath. Therefore I have included this in the Nutwick estate rather than 
Snowberry, which I suspect was the developer’s intention to preserve the integrity of the private 
housing, this end of Nutwick already being Local Authority built homes. 

The larger part of this estate was built by Persimmon Builders and all the road names represent 
shrubs, e.g. Snowberry, Fuchsia, Forsythia, Acer, Japonica, Lilac, Camellia, Bramble and Wisteria. 
This part of the development was built around a large central green planted with trees and shrubs. 
A retail outlet was built on the eastern end of Snowberry Crescent, which when purchased served 
this area as a large supermarket with an alliance to the Nisa retail association. Unfortunately 
although trading for several years there was insufficient trade to support such a large outlet and it 
eventually closed at the end of February 2014. Approximately two thirds of the building was sold to 
the Co-operative Society and once re-fitted re-opened as a Welcome store which is a franchise 
affiliated to the Co-op. It was opened on the 9 April by the Mayor of Havant, Councillor Paul 
Buckley. The remaining third of this building is reputably going to be converted into a private 
residence, we shall have to wait and see. 

Opposite the shop is the Bright Beginnings Day Nursery housed in what was the Christ Church 
Centre. This centre pre-dates this modern estate, the land on which it is built was left to the church 
by the founder of Timothy Whites Chemists, Sir Woolmer White in 1913 for the purpose of building 
a church, but it was some years before the church had the money to do this. It was eventually built 
in 1976. Following this the church built a bungalow to the front of the church in order to house the 
rector in 1979. Eventually declining attendances and the cost of running the centre took its toll and 
the centre closed in 1996. 

During 1997 the centre was leased to the Bosmere Medical Practice which continued to hold 
surgeries there for the next 15 years. The adjoining bungalow, apart from a period when it was 
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leased to a housing association continues to this day to be occupied by members of the retired 
clergy. 

In 2009 the Christ church Centre was privately leased for a day nursery which opened on the 29 
August, named Bright Beginnings as it is today, www.stfaith.com 



The Christchurch Centre Bungalow on the left 



Bright Beginnings Nursery. 
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The western end of Snowberry leading into Rowan Road. Houses on the right were council built 
homes, but are now privately owned. 



The Nisa Supermarket closed at the end of February 2014. 

The two thirds of this building from the middle apex to the right hand end is now a 'Welcome' shop which is 
part of the Co-operative Society. The remaining unit on the left is reputedly going to be a private residence. 

The Great Recession 

During the years 2004 to 2007 the banks and building societies standards deteriorated and they 
indulged in high risk mortgage loans and borrowing practices. In 2007 the collapse of the Northern 
Rock Building Society exposed a nationwide banking emergency, which in turn triggered a 
recession which would last nearly six years. House building came to a standstill, many people lost 
their jobs or had their hours or wages cut. The saving grace for most people struggling to repay 
their mortgage was that the Bank of England set the interest rate at one half of one percent, this 
was to last for some years and prevented many repossessions. First time buyers could no longer 
afford to buy, the house prices beyond the reach of wages that were either stagnant or reduced and 
no bank willing to return to the old reckless lending practices. 
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Help to Buy 

In May 2010 the country voted in a new coalition government, charged with getting the country 
moving again. Despite lending the banks vast amounts of money to be able to furnish industry with 
the finance it required and get the mortgage market flowing again, the banks still failed to do this to 
any great extent. The government felt if they could get the housing market up and running again it 
would greatly contribute towards the economic recovery. The recession ended in early 2013. 
October 2013 saw the implementation of the government’s new 'Help to buy Mortgage Guarantee 
Scheme’ this fuelled the housing industry and house prices rose as a result. But it did have the 
required effect of enabling first time buyers to be able to afford new homes again so Britain’s 
builders experienced a new boost in house building. 

In 2013-14 the development of Denvilles continues with 197 new homes being built on the 
remaining Copseys Nursery site and Manor Farm. Some of which will also be allocated for social 
housing. The new ‘Help to Buy’ scheme proving to be successful. 



Manor farm and Nursery Fields Estates. Manor Farm land is situated below the greenhouses of 
Copseys Nursery in this photograph. 

Copseys Nursery 

Hellier Langston Property Consultants were initially instructed in 2004 to give advice in connection 
with an enforcement notice served by Havant Borough Council as a result of increased lorry 
movements. 

Copseys Nurseries had been trading from this 11 acre site since 1961 as a flower producer. As a 
result of complaints from nearby residents concerning the increase of lorry traffic to and from the 
nursery Havant Borough Council served an enforcement notice. The viability of this business relied 
on the importation of flowers from Europe and the delivery schedules were dictated by their 
suppliers . This enforcement notice had a devastating effect on the business. 

Property consultants were employed in 2004 to give advice on the potential suitability for a 
residential development. Following this in 2007 a contract was entered into with the Generator 
Group. 

This provoked strong objections from the local residents their main argument being the impact of 
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increased traffic movements particularly because of the Warblington railway crossing where 
tailbacks at peak times already impacted on local traffic. It was proposed that the purchasers of the 
site would pay for a footbridge over the railway as part of the planning consent. In 2012 there was a 
public exhibition detailing the proposed development for 100 homes of which 35 would be 
affordable. 

After much debate planning permission was granted in April 2013 and an onward sale of this site 
was agreed in June with Barrett Homes. 


70 



This book has been printed by: 

Park Design and Print 



pdp@pcs.hants.sch.uk 023 9248 9840 

Educating and Inspiring Young People 

Park Community Enterprises trading as Park Design and Print 


71 



